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ThusSaiththeLord
KNOWGOD
ByJeffSweeten

ItistheungratefulwhofailtoseetheblessingsofGodineverymoment.
Thisisnotanindictmentagainstthosewhogrudginglyconcedethetrials
oflife,"asiscommontoman"(1Corinthians10:13),inexpressionsof
disappointmentanddiscouragement.Weareeasilyoverwhelmedinthe
messofthemomentandforgetthebigpicture.However,ourattentionto
life'sblessingsshouldbefrequentlybroughtintofocuswiththanksgiving
Suchwasthemomentwhentheprophet,Nathan,announcedKing
David'slegacy(2Samuel7:1-17).
David'sstunnedandself-effacingresponsewassaturatedwithhumility
asheexclaimedinprobablesurpriseandobviousincredulity:"Whoam
I,OLordGod?AndwhatismyhousethatYouhavebroughtmethis
far?"(2Samuel7:18).Infact,afterconcedingthatforGodtopromise
suchanelevatedendowmentwaseffortless.forDavidthesheerlack
ofcapacitytorendera"thankyou"sufficienttoGod'sdivinegracewas
debilitating."NowwhatmorecanDavidsaytoYou?ForYou,Lord,know
Yourservant"(2Samuel7:20).
Acorrectexpressionofgratitudeisconsumedwithappreciation
forreceivedblessings,nottheneedyrequestsofanentitledmooch.
WhenPaulcommandedtheThessaloniansto"Praywithoutceasing"(1
Thessalonians5:17),theinspiredwriterwasnotencouragingChristians
tolineupbeforeadivineSantaClauswithourwishlistsbut,contrary-
wise,wascommandingastateofbeingthatprioritizedgratitude.
ThatisnottosaythatGodisnotconcernedwithourneedsandwishes
forustoaskHimforourdailybread(Matthew6:11),eventhoughhe
knowsourneedsbeforeweaskthem(Matthew6:8).Whatisinteresting
abouttherevelationofKingDavid'slegacyistheDivinemotivationbehind
it.GodblessesusbecauseHewantsustoknowhowmuchHecares
forus.Davidrecognizedrightly,"forYourword'ssake,andaccording
toYourownheart,Youhavedoneallthesegreatthings,tomakeyour
servantknowthem"(2Samuel7:21).Jesusechoedthisveryideain
sacrificingHimselfsowemighthavehopeinHisgraceandstated:"Take
myyokeuponyou,andlearnofMe;forIammeekandlowlyinheart:
andyeshallfindrestuntoyoursouls"(Matthew11:29).Today,trytobe
thankfulandknowGod.
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